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Drought and La Niña 

• Dissipating La Niña 
– Drought (temporarily) over (?) for Southest 

Texas? 
– 5 out of 11 2-year La Niñas get a third year 



Drought and Natural Variability 

• Cold tropical Pacific (PDO) + 
• Warm north Atlantic (AMO) = 
• Period of drought susceptibility for Texas 

(ONO) 
– A few more years, or a decade or more? 
– 1950s-type drought still possible 
– It WILL get wet again 

 



Drought and Climate Change 

• Precipitation changes unknown 
• Temperatures becoming warmer 
• More evaporation, more water demand, less 

streamflow 
• Easier to cross the threshold of drought 
• Future droughts will be hotter 



Contact Information 

• John W. Nielsen-Gammon 
• n-g@tamu.edu 
• 979-862-2248 
• http://atmo.tamu.edu/osc or 

http://climatexas.tamu.edu 
• http://blog.chron.com/climateabyss 
 

mailto:n-g@tamu.edu�
http://atmo.tamu.edu/osc�
http://blog.chron.com/climateabyss�

	Drought 2012 and Beyond…
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Drought and La Niña
	Drought and Natural Variability
	Drought and Climate Change
	Contact Information

